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	School Board Members

	Board President
	Marilyn Shore
	(928) 766-2338

	Board Member
	Susie Gould
	(928) 766-2828

	Board Clerk
	Joyce-Aline Steele
	



Board Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 4:30 p.m.  Please contact the office at least seven days prior to the scheduled meeting to be included on the agenda.  

	Administration

	Head Teacher
	Debbie Vincent

	Business Manager
	Renée Macomb

	
Teachers

	K-2nd Grade Teacher
	Peggy Bankston

	3rd-5th Grade Teacher
	                                  Debbie Vincent

	6th-8th Grade Teacher
	Amanda Kroger


	 Aides

	Any Classroom Aide
Any Classroom Aide
	Diane Syvertson
Stephanie Enloe

	Office/Cafeteria Aide
	                                 Monica Jensen

	Cafeteria

	Cafeteria Manager
	Trisha Spinello

	Cook
	Trisha Spinello



Yucca Elementary School currently has a Community Eligibility Provisional Grant that allows for all students to receive a free meal at breakfast and at lunch.  Students may prefer to bring a lunch or walk home for lunch, if it is within walking distance.  Parents and siblings may want to have lunch with their student.  If this is the case, please let the office know before 10:00 a.m. so that the cook can prepare an extra meal.  All non-student breakfasts will cost $ 2.50.  All non-student lunches will cost $3.50.  Each will be due and payable upon the receipt of the meal.  

	Teaching and Staff Qualifications


Peggy Bankston—Full State Certification as a Regular Education Teacher
			B.A. Elementary Education with an emphasis in Psychology
			Early Education Endorsement
			Reading Specialist Endorsement	
Monica Jensen—Paraprofessional Exam
Amanda Kroger—Full State Certification as a Regular Education
			B.A. Elementary Education
Stephanie Enloe—B.A. in Business Accounting
Renée Macomb—A.A. in General Studies
Diane Syvertson—Paraprofessional Exam
Debbie Vincent—Full State Certification as a Regular Education Teacher
		        B.A. Elementary Education  
	
Mission Statement

	The mission of Yucca Elementary School District 13 is to provide a meaningful curriculum in a nurturing environment by a caring, well trained staff.  Believing that all children can learn, we will provide instruction, guidance and encouragement to empower students to be successful individuals.  We will help them to become contributing members of society.  The programs which make up the educational experience will promote academic, physical, emotional and social growth while also inspiring children to achieve their academic potential as life-long learners.

	



	Student Motto

	Being the very best I can be rests within me.  I will do the best work I can in each of my subjects every day.  I will treat others the way I want to be treated, having respect for myself and all others.


			


	Pledge of allegiance

	I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, One nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.



	Student behavior/ Code of Conduct



In any school, it is necessary that rules be established for the safety and wellbeing of all.  At Yucca Elementary School, all students’ behavior is based on respect and consideration for the rights and feelings of others.
Please read and discuss the following guidelines with your child:
	classroom rules

	1. Follow all directions
2. Keep hands, feet and other objects to yourself
3. Stay in your seat.  Raise your hand for help
4. Show respects to yourself, other students and all adults
5. NO fighting, insults, or bad language




	students are expected to:

	1. Demonstrate respect for people and property
2. Be responsible for own behavior and learning
3. Follow class rules and procedures
4. Demonstrate good sportsmanship
5. Attend school regularly and punctually



	students will not:

	1. Use abusive language, rude gestures, or put downs
2. Destroy, abuse or misuse school property A.R.S. §13-1602 Parents will be responsible for all damages caused by their students. (A.R.S. §15-842B)
3. Climb trees, ride bikes, skateboards, or any motorized vehicle on school grounds without permission (students may bring bikes to school and park them in the bike rack)
4. Be involved in any action which may endanger the safety or wellbeing of others
5. Threaten or Harass anyone; whether verbally or in writing A.R.S. §13-1202 A.R.S. §13-2921
6. Bully or Cyberbully A.R.S. §15-341
7. Bring weapons and/or drugs anywhere on school grounds or at any school functions A.R.S. §36-798.03, §13-3101, §13-3405, §13-3411, §13-3415
8. Be involved in any type of hazing
Breaking these rules will or could be subject to afterschool detention or school suspension.


The school must continue to be a safe place for students!  We must all work together to keep it that way.  All information concerning a student or their family background will be held in strictest confidence.  

	Discipline plan

	The staff at Yucca Elementary School believes that every student should have the opportunity to learn skills and values that are necessary for personal development and social order in a free society.  In order to achieve this goal, it is necessary for students to behave in a safe and orderly way for an effective learning environment.

Every student has the right to learn and be safe.  No one has the right to interrupt learning or to make others feel unsafe.

Outlined below is Yucca Elementary School’s Progressive Discipline Plan and Possible Consequences.  The Discipline Plan stipulates behaviors that will not be allowed at school and the Possible Consequences of engaging in such behaviors.  Student Disciplinary Sheets will be filled out by teachers and that will be in the students record indefinitely.  Staff members will use their classroom management system and give verbal warnings PRIOR to progressing through the consequences.  


Please read and discuss these possible behaviors and consequences with your child(ren).  With your assistance, the school will strive to provide the best possible learning environment for all children. 







	Example Behaviors
	Possible consequences

	Type A 
	Step 1

	Violation of classroom rules
Not following directions
Failure to keep hands, feet, or other objects to self
Dress code violation
Failure to line up when whistle is blown or bell sounds
Throwing objects (paper, pencil, eraser, etc.
Failure to show respect to other students and/or adults
	Verbal Warning
Write a refocus paragraph
Discussion with student
Behavior is recorded on student’s disciplinary sheet
*2 entries per quarter=teacher calls parents

	Type B
	Step 2

	Repeated violations of ‘Type A’ behavior
Lying and/or cheating
Chronic disruption of class
Unacceptable language
Rough play (wrestling etc.)
Demonstrate respect for people and property (destroy, abuse or misuse school property)
	Behavior is recorded on student’s discipline sheet
Disciplinary Referral and Detention
Parent contact by phone from teacher
Possible loss of privileges

	Type C
	Step 3

	Repeated violations of ‘Type B’ behavior
Cause or threaten to cause bodily injury to another
Possession of a dangerous item (explosive, lighter etc.)
Possession of tobacco or smoking
Damage to school or personal property
Profanity, obscene language, or gesture toward student or staff
Disrespect, impertinence, and/or defiance of authority
Lewd, indecent, offensive conduct (sexual harassment)
Stealing or possession of stolen property
Fighting—no matter who started it

	Parent conference required
Parent notification by administration
Loss of privileges
Possible disciplinary referral
Possible behavior contract

	Type D
	Step 4

	Repeated violations of ‘Type C’ behavior
Possession/furnish of any controlled substance and/or alcohol
Under the influence of a controlled substance and/or alcohol
Possess/Brandish a weapon (knife, firearm, firearm replica, etc.)
Arson and/or robbery
Chronic defiance that is not modified by previous progressive discipline
Assault and/or battery upon any school employee
	Behavior is recorded on student disciplinary sheet
1-5-day suspension
Parent conference required
Parent notification by administration
Possible expulsion
Referral to Law Enforcement
Loss of activities/privileges






Grounds for Suspension or expulsion
A pupil may not be suspended from school or recommended for expulsion unless the Superintendent, Governing Board, or the School Administrator determines that the pupil has committed an act that may cause harm to another or destruction of school/personal property.
Fighting/Assault
In most cases of fighting, there will be an immediate suspension of all parties. Occasionally, a student may not be suspended or receive fewer days of suspension than the other parties if the evidence clearly indicates that the student was not the aggressor and in fact was under an unprovoked attack and was acting strictly in self-defense.  Self-defense means the student tries everything in their power to evade the attack, but cannot.  They would then have to use force for self-protection.  If the fight is a second offense for any of the individuals, a 2-5-day suspension may be in order. 
	items not allowed at school or on field trips

	Students are not allowed to bring toys, iPods/iPads, cell phones, stuffed animals, tablets or anything other than what is needed for school without permission from a teacher or staff member.  


	Uniform policy

	· All students attending Yucca Elementary School are required to wear designated uniform shirts.  
· The Yucca School Logo will be on all shirts.
· All shirts can be purchased at the school in the front office. 
· Students who arrive at the school without a uniform shirt will be loaned one for the day.
· New students will be given one week to obtain the required uniform shirts.  
· Polo shirts must have the bottom 2 buttons buttoned.
· Uniform shirts will be worn on the outside of other shirts.
· Uniform shirts are to be kept clean, not written on, and not torn.
· Thursdays are the only day when students are allowed to wear Yucca Elementary School Event T-shirts.

	
dress code


· Clothes must cover the body.
· Shorts and skirts must be as long, or longer, then the middle finger when the arms are held at sides.
· Shoes must fit and be worn all day.  NO flip-flops, backless shoes, open-toed shoes, or high heeled shoes.
· Baseball hats can be worn while student is outside ONLY. No hats in the buildings, except on spirit days or special days.
· Students must not write on their bodies with pens, markers, etc.





	

Lice policy

	· All students will be checked on the first Monday of the month.
· Any student with the evidence of lice will be sent home upon notification of the parents.
· The student will be re-checked upon their return to school.  No student will be allowed to return to school until they have been cleared of any lice, eggs, nits, etc.  
· Failure to kill all crawling lice and kill or remove all nits (eggs) can result in the reappearance of lice within a few days or weeks.  Unfortunately, achieving total control with only one treat is difficult because ONE of the pediculicide (lice killing) products currently available are guaranteed to kill 100% of the nits.  In fact, a study comparing 5 different shampoos or rinses showed that as many as 30% of the nits may still hatch after treatment with some pediculicide.   

	



	
	communicable diseases

	Disease
	Period
	Time Child Must Stay Home

	Chicken Pox
	13-17 Days
	May return when every vesicle is scabbed over.

	Fever
	
	May return to school when temperature remains normal about twenty-four hours.  

	Impetigo
	1-5 Days
	May remain in school if infected area is covered and under medical treatment

	Lice/Nits
	Easily passed from one person to another on caps, combs, etc.
	Must be treated to kill live lice and remove live nits.  Treat with a special shampoo available at drug stores or by prescription.  All live lice or nits must be gone before returning to school. 

	Pinkeye (Conjunctivitis)
	2-3 Days
	Need to be using prescribed antibiotic ophthalmic ointment for at least 24 hours prior to returning to school.

	Ringworm
	NOT Contagious
	May remain in school if comfortable.

	Scabies
	Easily passed skin-to-skin contact
	May return to school following the use of prescribed medication.

	Scarlet Fever & Strep Throat
	2-5 Days
	Twenty-four hours after starting prescribed medication. 

	MRSA (Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus)
	
	NOTIFY School immediately.  Keep wound covered.  Fever=stay home.  Provide documentation of diagnosis to school.






	medication

	According to A.R.S. §15-344, School personnel can only give medication of any kind (Tylenol® Aspirin, Prescriptions, Etc.)  to a child if a parent or guardian brings it to school in its original container.  Any non-prescription medicine must be sealed when brought to school.  The students name will be put on the container and kept for their use only.  A letter must accompany the medication stating the dosage and how often it should be given.



	Absences

	Call the school if your child is going to be absent.  Send a note with your child upon their return to school stating the reason for the absence.  Without a note or a call, the absence is unexcused and the student is considered truant.  




	Truancy

	A.R.S. §15-802 requires that every child between the ages of 6 and 16 must attend school unless excused by law.  If a child is habitually truant, they may be referred to the Mohave county juvenile courts.  However, habitually truant children who are 6 and 7 years of age will be processed through the juvenile court and also referred to child protective services. 



	Daily school schedule

	7:30 a.m.-7:40 a.m.:  School opens; playground opens weather permitting.
7:40 a.m.-8:00 a.m.:  Breakfast hours
8:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.:  School hours for K-5th Grade Students
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.:  School hours for 6th-7th Grade Students
3:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.:  Structured Study Hall for K-5th Grade Students if   needed and/or applicable.  
Please be prompt when picking up your child from school.  By law, we are required to call CPS if students are not picked up within a reasonable time period at the end of the school day.  A.R.S. §13-613 School Instruction or Violation; contributing to the delinquency of a minor.  



	Playground rules

	Slide:  One at a time going down the slide.  Must slide down on bottom only; feet first.  No climbing up the wrong way on the slide.  No sitting on any object going down the slide.  No blocking the slide.  
Scooters:  When using the scooters, you must sit on your bottom only.  NO knees, feet or tummies.  
Jump rope:  Must be used for jumping only, not tug-of-war or pulling someone on a scooter.  Jump ropes are not allowed on playground equipment.  
Dodgeball:  When playing any type of game such as dodgeball, there will only be body shots.  NO head shots.  Do not viciously throw the ball at anyone.  
Playground Equipment:  Noe one is allowed to climb on top of the tube or any other top-surface of the equipment. One person at a time in the tube or down the slide.  No climbing on the outside of the walkways; no jumping off the equipment from above the third step.  No other equipment will be allowed in the raised section of the playground equipment; nor shall there be any running within the same raised section.  
Picnic Tables:  Picnic tables are not a play item.  They are for sitting, relaxing, and/or getting out of the weather.  There will be no sitting on top of the table, nor walking on the table.  No drawing/writing on or under the picnic tables.  
Ball and Equipment Locker:  Whatever you take out of the locker, you will put back into the locker where it belongs.  No hiding inside of the locker.
Other rules to follow:  NO playing on the steps leading into the library room (behind the K-2nd grade classroom).  NO playing around the pomegranate tree or cooling system. NO playing around the far side of the playground where all of the trees are (NORTH SIDE).  Stay off the tree wells, tree brick, etc. and no climbing trees.  NO climbing on any of the fences.  Stay away from perimeter fence line.  All students will ask an adult on duty to use the restroom or leave the playground.  All students must be within eye contact of the teachers on the playground at all times.  




	Visiting the school

	We welcome and encourage you to visit your child(ren)’s classroom.  Please make prior arrangements with your child’s teacher so that they can plan to include you in the day’s activities.  All visitors must check in at the school office during school hours.  By state law, parent and students attending school functions, whether at the school or off campus, are not allowed to have weapons A.R.S. §13-3101 or drugs, drug paraphernalia, and or non-prescription drugs (including cigarettes, e-cigs, or alcohol.) A.R.S. §13-3405, §13-3411, §13-3415



	parent/teacher conferences

	Your child(ren)’s teacher may contact you to schedule a conference in order to help your child with any problem that they may be having.  There will be conferences scheduled in the fall and spring for all students.  If you would like to schedule a conference for any reason with your child(ren)’s teacher, please feel free to call the office and set up the time and date.   



	Report cards

	Report cards are issued every 9 weeks.  If your child is failing in one or more subjects, you will be notified upon the 5th week of any 9-week period.  This way the student, parent, and teacher can all work together to get your child’s grade up long before report card time.  



	School books

	Yucca Elementary School expects normal wear and tear on school textbooks.  No writing in the textbooks; only workbooks.  They are used again each year.  Textbooks are numbered and assigned to students at the beginning of the year.  Parents will ultimately be responsible for the cost of damaged or lost textbooks.  A student who needs a second copy of a textbook shall be required to pay for it.  




	homeless education policy

	If your family lives in any of the following situations:
· In a shelter, motel, vehicle or campground
· On the street
· In an abandoned building, trailer or other inadequate accommodations
· Doubled up with friends or relatives because you cannot find or afford housing
Then, your preschool and school-aged children have certain rights or protections under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Act.
Your children have the right to:

· Go to school, no matter where you live or how long you have lived there.  They must be given access to the same public education, including preschool education, provided to other children.
· Continue in the school they attended before you became homeless or the school they last attended, if that is your choice and it is feasible.  If a school sends your child to a school other than the one you request, the school must provide you with a written explanation and offer you the right to appeal the decision.
· Receive transportation to the school they attended before your family became homeless or the school they last attended, if you or a guardian requests such transportation.
· Attend a school and participate in school programs with children who are not homeless.  Children cannot be separated from the regular school program because they are homeless.
· Enroll in school without giving a permanent address.  Schools cannot require proof of residency that might prevent or delay school enrollment.
· Enroll and attend classes while the school arranges for the transfer of school and immunization records or any other documents required for enrollment.
· Enroll and attend classes in the school of your choice even while the school and you seek to resolve a dispute over enrolling your children.
· Receive the same special programs and services, if needed, as provided to all other children served in these programs.
· Receive transportation to school and school programs.
Yucca Elementary School ensures no child will be stigmatized or segregated on the basis of their status as homeless.
Local Contacts
· Peggy Bankston, Head Teacher, Homeless Liaison, 928-766-2581
· Debbie Vincent, Business Manager, Homeless Services coordinator, 928-766-2581
State Coordinator:
· Frank Migali, State Coordinator for Homeless Education, AZ Dept. of Education, 602-542-4936




	Custody issues

	The courts must handle all custody disputes.  The school has NO LEGAL JURISDICTION to refuse biological parent access to the child and/or school records.  The only exception is when court recorded restraining orders or proper divorce papers, specifically stating court ordered custody, visitations or limitations are on file in the school office.  Should any such situation become a disruption to the school, law enforcement officers will be requested to intervene.  



	cell phones and electronics

	Yucca Elementary realizes that parents desire the ability to communicate with their child, especially after school hours.  We also realize that parents would like to be able to be reached in case of an emergency.  We have to recognize in the event of a school wide emergency, student use of cell phones may interfere with emergency and school personnel responding to the emergency.  In conclusion, we will follow these guidelines:
Cellular telephones and all personal communication devices are to be turned off during the school day.  Class interruptions by the use of cell phones or other devices may result in the confiscation of the device and other appropriate discipline action.
The office will deliver messages to students during school hours.  If you need to talk to your child(ren) please contact the office and they will get a message to the student.  
There will be no electronics on school functions like field trips.  The only way a student can bring an electronic on a field trip is if it is not able to connect to a network and the internet.  Such electronics do not have a filter to shield students and does not abide by the Electronic Information Services User Agreement Terms and Conditions signed by each student’s parent/guardian. 




Open Enrollment Applications

The Open Enrollment Application is on an annual acceptance.  Each application will be reviewed by the designated school official.  The application may be approved or denied.   If approved, the applicants must agree to follow all rules and regulations of Yucca Elementary School, including standards for homework, student conduct and attendance.  Attendance in the requested school may be discontinued immediately if attendance and or tardies become excessive, citizenship or academics do not meet district standards as follows: 
	Students must maintain an 80% or better in all academic areas.
	Absences must be less than 4 days for every quarter and no more than 3 tardies in every quarter.
	A student must maintain good citizenship within the school by following the code of conduct.  
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